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let me tell you, is wretchedness. As long as you are young and strong in mind, in body, in beliefs and in passions, you can remain in this state ; your own ardour will support you and prevent you from falling into the deplorable languor of which suicide is the end. But when this ardour fails you, when it is burnt out, do you know what you will come to ? I know it, for I have experienced it this year ; amongst the innumerable occasions of disgust and discouragement which have assailed me, I should have succumbed if I had not had a belief resting on solid demonstration. Such a firm point as this was necessary to stay me from falling into the gulf which opens at the feet of every man nurtured in science and art when, for the first time, he perceives the World, Life, and that bleak wilderness of thirty or forty years which he may still have to go through before the final sleep comes. Happiness is impossible ; calm is the supreme object of man, and it is unattainable to him who has not acquired immutable convictions. I have done so; I have, I say, and my convictions become firmer and more extensive every day. I believe that absolute, linked, and geometrical science is possible; I am working at it and have already advanced two or three well marked steps. Now, make up your mind seriously, and give me your hand next year. If geometry is indisputable, I shall make you believe ; not with that vain, superficial belief which flits inconsistently above its object, but with that solid, perfect persuasion which is an absolute rest for the soul, which excludes all doubt and enchains the mind with links of iron.
What is it that persuades you that Truth is inaccessible ? 32must go further, for this,
